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What Does This Mean?

Mission, Priorities, & Client Testimonies

Our Mission
The mission of Laurel Legal Services, Inc. is to provide a full range of high quality legal services to

people of low income in civil, non-fee generating matters within the six (6) county area consisting of

Armstrong, Cambria, Clarion, Indiana, Jefferson and Westmoreland Counties.

We believe that no one should be left without the basic necessities of life: shelter, food, safety,

and security.

We believe that we have a duty to families who have no where to turn to for help.

We believe that everyone should have equal access to justice, regardless of one's income level.  

Impact of Legal Aid

“As an 82 year old - unfamiliar with the legal system and the court house - I greatly appreciate the

assistance by my attorney"

-  Protection from Abuse Client

 

"I would like to give special acknowledgement to Megan Williams, who assisted me in my medical

assistance matter.  She was very professional yet very personable.  I felt that she truly had my best

interest at heart and cannot thank her enough for putting me at ease!"

- Medical Assistance Eligibility Client

 

"Your services provided needed legal aid to help resolve a difficult and dangerous situation.  I was

highly satisfied for your services and support."

- Protection from Abuse Client

 

"I felt that I needed representation for my case and just having my advocate there made it much less

stressful on me."

- Custody Case Client 

 

"My advocate answered every question I had and explained every step in detail.  He prepared me in

every way possible since this was my first hearing.  I would highly recommend Laurel Legal Services."

- Protection from Abuse Client



SERIES - ALL RISE FOR CIVIL JUSTICE REFORM

Every year, millions of Americans experience a civil legal problem involving basic necessities of life like

housing, health care, safety and income. Many such problems can be resolved with legal help; without

it, the consequences can be devastating. When a family is at risk of foreclosure or eviction, a parent

faces losing custody of their child, or a veteran is wrongly denied medical care, those are all civil

justice problems. No one should be denied justice because they can’t access the help they need or

because they’re lost in a system built for lawyers.

Laurel Legal Services Success Story
Mary (name changed for client's protection) recently came to our organization who had been unjustly

discharged from her employment.  She was accused of willful misconduct of her duties and was denied

eligibility for unemployment benefits.  One of our attorneys assisted Mary and represented her in front

of a hearing officer.  The hearing officer determined that willful misconduct did not occur and,

therefore, Mary was not ineligible for her benefits.

 

Americans encounter life-changing problems like Mary's every day.  They can’t be easily resolved

because our civil courts are a complex maze.  When faced with a legal issue, it is hard to determine how

to navigate the legal system and people are often intimidated.  Civil Legal Aid helps to stand up for the

rights of ordinary Americans who have no where to turn for help.

 

Our advocates at Laurel Legal Services know that they play a vital role in both the justice system and

the individual lives of people who come to us for help.

Follow Laurel Legal Services on
Facebook, Twitter and LinkedIn!!



BY THE NUMBERS - 
APRIL 1 THROUGH JUNE 30, 2019 CASES

Total Cases
Family Law Cases:    524

Housing Cases:          160

Economic Stability:  249

Other:                              25

Total:                               958

Family Law
54.7%

Economic Stability
26%

Housing
16.7%

Other
2.6%

Medical Assistance

Unemployment Comp.

Food Stamps

Cash Assistance

LIHEAP Energy Assistance

Social Security

Landlord/Tenant Issues

Mortgage Foreclosure

Bankruptcy Advice

Debt Collection

Custody & Visitation

Protection from Abuse

Westmoreland County:

Guardianship & Powers 

of Attorneys



LAUREL LEGAL SERVICES 
BEGINS NEW PROGRAM

Funded through the Pennsylvania Interest on Lawyer Trust Accounts (IOLTA), this project seeks to address

women specifically facing first-time economic hardships to ensure they do not slip into chronic poverty.

 As the backbone to community organizations in our services area and it is our goal to provide women with a

one-stop-shop for legal assistance that has a long-term impact on their lives.   We will be able to assist

these women in securing financial stability by  providing services for financial crises   due to job loss,

divorce, or fleeing from abuse.

 

This program will be a Community Impact Network, where if community organizations in our service areas

feel that someone may benefit from our services, they will be referred to our organization, where an intake

will be performed to determine eligibility.  Reversely, if we are assisting a client who we feel may benefit

from the services offered by other community organizations, we will refer them.  For example, if a woman

has lost her job and is facing eviction, Laurel Legal Services can assist her with the eviction, we will then

refer her to county career links to assist her with finding further employment.  Likewise, if a woman

presents at a domestic violence shelter, Laurel Legal Services can assist her with a variety of legal issues

such as support, custody, housing, employment, and benefits to which she is entitled.  Financial eligibility

for assistance will be 125% and 187.5% of the poverty level.

A report was issued by the Center for American Progress on April 27, 2017, titled "Women's Economic Risk

Exposure and Savings." This report summarized nationally representative economic data for men and

women, and found many that women have more exposure to hard-to-avoid risks than men; women are

more likely than men to face several economic risks at once; and women's exposure to all economic risks

have grown over time.

Women encountering economic

emergencies, especially for the first time or

for those that are sudden, may be unfamiliar

with the array of legal rights available to

them to remedy these problems.  An

attorney working with women facing

economic emergencies can help to improve

the client's financial environment, from

losing housing through eviction or utility

shut-off; losing their benefits, income, and

employment; to obtaining child support,

Social Security and other benefits; and

securing safety from an abusive partner.

If you are a county agency in our service area, and you are interested in partnering with Laurel Legal

Services for this program, please reach out to our Administration Office in Greensburg at 

(724) 836-2211 to speak with our outreach team.



Laurel Legal Services sees many individuals and families who are living in unsuitable housing
conditions.  We believe that, as voices for those in need, it is our duty to provide the best and reliable
assistance that we are able.  
 
Another part of the recently received grant includes a partnership with the Central Westmoreland
Habitat for Humanity.  We will be able to offer assistance to clients with their application process by
helping to complete paperwork and mailing the application for housing opportunities through Habitat
for Humanity in the Greensburg , Jeannette, and New Kensington areas.

A NEW PROGRAM AND PARTNERSHIP
TO HELP HOUSING CLIENTS

Habitat for Humanity is one of the largest home builders in the

United States. It works in 70 countries and has served nearly 7

million people since 1976, but its not distant and faceless. 

 

The heart and soul of Habitat is the 1,500 local Affiliates that

serve communities across the United States. Each one of these

is supported by, and works for the local community.

 

Central Westmoreland Habitat for Humanity was founded in

1993 and serves all of Westmoreland County south of Route 22

as well as Murrysville, Export, Delmont, and Derry.

Laurel Legal Services will now be providing additional

services to clients facing eviction, habitability, and

housing discrimination.  When appropriate and

necessary, our advocates will provide full

representation including advising, gathering evidence,

negotiating with landlords, attending housing

termination hearings, Section 8 grievances, and the

like.

Our advocates will also give free presentations on

landlord/tenant law and housing discrimination, as well

as attend community fairs or events to educate a

greater number of the population.

We are able to provide these additional services

thanks to a Bank of America Grant from The

Pennsylvania Interest on Lawyer Trust Accounts

(IOLTA).



A REPORT FROM THE 
APPALACHIAN REGIONAL COMMISSION

The Appalachian Mountains -  A mountain range in the United States that runs through 13 states - from

New York to Mississippi.  With it's grand views, winding rivers, vast forests, and abundant wildlife that has

called this region home for thousands of years, comes another thought: coal.  For anyone who lives in our

region, we can't go too far without reminders of a booming past.  What once were thriving towns are

struggling to keep up with today's ever-changing world.

 

Established by an act of Congress in 1965, the Appalachian Regional Commission is a regional economic

development agency that represents a partnership of federal, state, and local government.  The

Commission invests in activities that address the five goals identified in the Commission's strategic plan,

including economic opportunities, ready workforce, critical infrastructure, natural and cultural assets, and

leadership and community capacity.

 

ARC recently released a report that described the Appalachian  region, by state and county, describing

poverty statistics, unemployment, and placing each county in a range from "Distressed" to "Attainment."

Of the six counties served by Laurel Legal Services, all have been designated as "Transitional."  According

to their Source and Methodology Report, this means that those counties are transitioning between strong

and weak economies. They make up the largest economic status designation. Transitional counties rank

between the worst 25 percent and the best 25 percent of the nation's counties."

Economic determination of each county is based on factors including three-year average unemployment

rate, per capita market income, and poverty rate.  The six-county service area covered by Laurel Legal

Services are designated as transitional.  There are areas that are designated as "Distressed" in certain

counties.  Therefore,  we at Laurel Legal Services plan to focus more attention on these areas and their

residents who may be facing legal issues by traveling and holding outreach events.

 

For more information and for the full report, please visit:

www.arc.gov



2020 CENSUS: EVERYONE SHOULD 
BE COUNTED, BUT HOW?

Hard-to-Count populations (HTCs) are groups that have historically been less likely to respond to the

census right away. A final report by the National Advisory Committee on Racial, Ethnic, and Other

Populations Administrative Records, Internet, and Hard to Count Population Working Group identified

HTCs, both rural and urban, and include:

 

Young children.

Racial and ethnic minorities.

Those who do not speak fluent English.

The poor.

Homeless people or people living in housing units that might not meet local regulations.

People living in a housing unit that might not meet local regulations.

People with a postal address that is not the same as their home address, often in rural areas.

Undocumented immigrants.

Mobile individuals such as renters and college students.

LGBTQ persons.

Those who are distrustful of the government.

Children aged zero to 4 comprise the most under-counted age category.

 

The 2020 census will be the first census to use the internet as the primary response method, and to

provide a call-in option. Ultimately, in part because of the persistent digital divide, individuals can choose

whichever method they prefer—internet, phone, or the classic option, paper. Some may choose to use

phone or paper because internet connectivity is not easily available, or because they have concerns about

cybersecurity and providing their information over the web.

 

As a community agency, we feel that it is our duty to help reach populations such as those that may be

hard to count.  By distributing materials and posting in our offices, it will help to increase knowledge and

give residents time to prepare for the upcoming Census.

For more information about the 2020 Census, visit: http://www.ncsl.org



ANNOUNCEMENTS

LEGAL AID TRAINING IN NEW YORK CITY
May, 2019:

 

The American Bar Association selected Laurel Legal Services to participate in the 2019 Legal Services Fundraising Training

Program.  This training was held in New York City in the beginning of May and offered intensive development methods that are

specifically geared towards further accomplishing the mission of providing legal services to underprivileged residents across the

nation. 

 
Imogene Cathey, Esq., Vice President and General Counsel of Seton Hill

University (Greensburg), and an attorney Board member of Laurel Legal

Services, graciously volunteered to attend the training along with three

members of the organization's management team.   The American Bar

Association has also awarded our organization with a $500.00 stipend to

help offset the cost of travel.  "We are extremely grateful to be chosen

for this opportunity and we learned a lot from the other legal aid

organizations that attended the training," said Kimberly Tarbell, Manager

of Development.

 

The training lasted two days and was taught by Lisa Verges, Director of

Development for Community Legal Services and Ana Cruz, the Director of

Development for Boston Legal Services.   The other legal aid

organizations that attended the training included Northeast New Jersey

Legal Services, Philadelphia Legal Assistance, Disability Law Center Inc.,

and Legal Clinic for the Disabled.

UPCOMING EVENT IN ARMSTRONG COUNTY
Do you need information and resources about the

process for filing and completing a no-fault divorce?

Our attorneys are offering a series of free no-fault

divorce clinics for survivors of domestic violence

and other crimes. 

Don’t miss the opportunity to have a qualified and

licensed attorney assist you in filling out the

appropriate paperwork.

*Attendees need not register in advance.

Attorneys in the Kittanning area who may be

interested in volunteering at this event are

encouraged to reach out to:

 Denise Lynch, Esq. of Pennsylvania Coalition

Against Domestic Violence at dlynch@pcadv.org

PA Safe Law No-Fault Divorce Clinic

Kittanning Public Library, Meeting Room

280 N. Jefferson Street

Kittanning, PA 16201

September 19, 2019

10am-5pm



DID YOU KNOW?

July is National UV Safety Awareness Month

We can picture it now from our desks at Laurel Legal Services- The hot, sticky air smelling like

freshly cut grass; diving for a volleyball in sand that seems to burn when you step on it for the first

time; or relaxing in the backyard eating picnic food with family and friends.  We weren't sure when it

would happen but Summer is finally here!

 

If you're like most people, being outside in the sun during the Summer brings joy, fun, and memories of

a childhood that has long passed.  It also brings the risk of sun burn!

 

According to the American Cancer Society, sunlight is the main source of UV radiation, even though

UV rays make up only a small portion of the sun’s rays. About 95% of the UV rays from the sun that

reach the earth are UVA rays, with the remaining 5% being UVB rays. The strength of the UV rays

reaching the ground depends on a number of factors, including the time of day, distance from the

equator, and cloud cover.

 

Most skin cancers are a direct result of exposure to the UV rays in sunlight. Both basal cell and

squamous cell cancers (the most common types of skin cancer) tend to be found on sun-exposed

parts of the body, and their occurrence is typically related to lifetime sun exposure. The risk of

  melanoma, a more serious but less common type of skin cancer, is also related to sun exposure,

although perhaps not as strongly. Skin cancer has also been linked to exposure to some artificial

sources of UV rays.

We care about the residents in our communities and we encourage you to 

learn more about UV protection and safety!

For more information ,visit www.cancer.org/healthy/be-safe-in-sun.html



RAISE AWARENESS

July 1 – 31, 2019

Juvenile Arthritis Awareness Month

National Minority Mental Health Month

UV Safety Awareness Month 

August 1 – August 31, 2019

Children's Eye Health and Safety Month

Immunization Awareness Month

National Breastfeeding Awareness Month

September 1 – 30, 2019

Childhood Cancer Awareness Month

Children’s Good Manners Month

Gynecological Cancer Awareness Month

Hunger Action Month

Poly-cystic Ovarian Syndrome Awareness Month

National Childhood Obesity Awareness Month

National Preparedness Month

National Recovery Month

Sickle Cell Awareness Month

National Hispanic Heritage Month (Sept. 15 to Oct. 15)

JULY

AUGUST

SEPT



Legal Services in 
Southwestern Pennsylvania

Service Area:

Allegheny, Beaver, Butler, and 

Lawrence Counties

Service Area:

Westmoreland, Armstrong, Cambria, 

Clarion, Indiana, and Jefferson Counties.

Service Area:

Fayette, Greene, Somerset, 

and Washington  Counties.

(412) 255-6700

1-800-253-9558

1-800-846-0871



Community Partners of 
Laurel Legal Services

Provides safe and suitable housing for 
the elderly, families, and those with 

disabilities who meet income guidelines

Provides education, health and family 
services for children from birth to age five 

who live in low-income families

Dedicated to enhancing the lives of older adults 
in Jefferson County, PA. Services range from 

hands-on personal care to caregiver and nursing 
home transition support, transportation, meals, 

and volunteer services

Advocates for the rights of all individuals to live free 
from domestic and sexual violence and other forms 

of violence by eliminating the root causes of this 
violence and providing for the well-being and safety 

of survivors/victims

Provides opportunities and services to adults, 
age 60 and older, in order to promote their 

best possible well-being.  They are 
designated by the state to administer human 

service programs at the local level

A vital organization comprised of a compassionate 
staff, dedicated to meeting the diverse needs of older 
adults in Indiana County, providing opportunities to 
enhance senior social, physical, and mental skills 

utilizing their various programs.



Community Partners of 
Laurel Legal Services, Inc.

The Fair Housing Law Center, in close

collaboration with its partners, provides the

first and only coordinated effort in the 28

county region of Western Pennsylvania to

affirmatively promote through testing, legal

advice, counsel, and representation the

rights of the protected classes delineated in

the Fair Housing Act. 

HAVIN provides services to survivors of domestic

violence and sexual assault.  They provide

supportive services and advocacy for survivors

of domestic violence, sexual assault and their

significant others. 

Habitat for Humanity partners with people in the

community, and all over the world, With community

support, Habitat homeowners achieve the strength,

stability and independence they need to build a better

life for themselves and for their families.

Alice Paul House has been providing services to

victims/survivors of domestic violence; sexual

assault; other serious crimes; and juvenile

offenders, for more than 35 years.

Working under the guidelines of the Workforce

Innovation and Opportunity Act of 2014, we are

consortium of public and private partners with the

common goal of providing outstanding, frictionless

service to our jobseeker and employer customers.



Community Partners of 
Laurel Legal Services, Inc.

Community Action Agencies provide services and assistance towards the elimination of poverty

through developing employment opportunities, improving human performance and productivity or

bettering the conditions under which people live, learn and work. 

Their mission is to serve the human needs

of individuals and families, regardless of

their religious affiliation, and to provide

leadership in building collaborative efforts

with parishes and communities in

addressing these needs.

Provides services to the community

including shelter to parents and their

children, disaster response, food pantry

supply, winter coats for children, health care

provision, and after-school programs.

Provides transformational support for

children and families as they strive to

become more independent, responsible, and

caring members of the community.

Citizens Family 
Health Clinic

Provides thorough health care
across the life cycles, regardless of

the patients ability to pay. 



Help to Support Our 
Newsletter

If you are interested in seeing more articles in our newsletters, we need your help.  By donating to 

Laurel Legal Services, you will help the rest of the communities in our six counties learn more about 

the positive impact of Legal Aid.  

By donating to our newsletter, you will be a promotional sponsor. 

Our newsletters run quarterly and are read by attorneys and community organizations within our 

service area.   

It is posted online and available for the general public to view through social media posts. 

Information and Donation: 

An image of your business/organization will be displayed, as well as any information that you 

provide.  Once designed, a draft will be sent for formatting approval.  A receipt of donation and 

consent form will be provided prior to any work done. 

 

If you are interested in donating to our newsletter, we welcome you to complete the form on the 

following page and send it to Kimberly Tarbell, Operations & Development Manager at 

ktarbell@wpalaw.org

Full Page: $200.00 

Half-Page: $100.00 

Quarter Page: $50.00

Being a Sponsor of our newsletter will give you 
a full year's recognition of support for legal aid

To remain within our funding guidelines, this newsletter is being used to: 

     • Increase public awareness about civil legal aid and grantee services; 

     • support special projects that complement grantee efforts to expand the availability and improve 

the effectiveness of legal aid; and 

     • increase collaboration among organizations that promote access to justice. 

 

Laurel Legal Services does not accept donations from any political cause or party.   

All sponsorship requests are reviewed and may be rejected if there is an impression that they may be 

political in nature or target a specific group. 




